COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective and Caring Service”

900 SOUTH FREMONT AVENUE
ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91803-1331
Telephone: (626) 458-5100

www.ladpw.org ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:
P.0. BOX 1460
ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91802-1460

IN REPLY PLEASE

January 10, 2005 REFERTOFILE:  P[)-2

TO: Each Supervisor

FROM: Donald L. Wolfe ?F“}%/

Interim Director of Public Works
STORM REPORT-JANUARY 10, 2005

The storm that began on Friday morning at 3 a.m. has produced heavy rainfall
throughout the Los Angeles Basin, San Gabriel Mountains, the Santa Clarita area, the
San Fernando Valley, and the Antelope Valley causing severe flooding and extensive
damage to County facilities at various locations. Attached is a copy of the Public Works
Situation Status report.

As of 8 a.m. today, the storm has produced total precipitation amounts of 3.56 inches in
Downtown Los Angeles, 16.68 inches in the San Gabriel Mountains, 7.72 inches in the
San Gabriel Valley, 9.44 inches in the Santa Clarita area, 5.95 inches in the
San Fernando Valley, 6.72 inches in Malibu, and 3.00 inches in the Antelope Valiey
area. The season total rainfall in the Civic Center is 361 percent of normal to date. We
received approximately 123 percent of the normal average rainfall for the entire year
already.

The local news has reported that a vehicle drove around a road closure on Avenue N
and was swept away into Littlerock Wash in Antelope Valley. The Fire Department
rescued the mother and her two children, but her 2-year old child fell into the wash and
drowned. It was also reported that Sheriff's deputies continued to search today for a
Topanga man who apparently tried to swim across the rain-swollen Topanga Creek, in
the Malibu area, but was swept downstream by powerful currents.

There are 99 reported County road closures, which are identified on the attached copy
of the Road Closure Report. The Angeles Forest Highway is currently closed. On
Sunday, a rockslide destroyed the electrical storage building at our Topanga Beach
Pump Station. The pump station is off-line. This facility pumps water up into Topanga
from the 30-inch-diameter watermain on Pacific Coast Highway. We are currently
supplying Topanga from storage in the New Summit Tanks. A backup interconnection
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with the City of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, known as Girard
interconnection, will be utilized to supply water to Topanga once the storage is depleted.
Waterworks field crews are beginning an inspection of all facilities.

In the Antelope Valley, 50th Street West, north of Avenue N, is continuing to experience
flooding. Also, mud and debris from a nearby construction site has washed onto
50th Street West in the County of Los Angeles. The cleanup efforts are ongoing and
will continue throughout these storm events.

We previously reported that on Friday, December 31, 2004, mudflows impacted the
Polynesian Mobile Home Park and a church in the City of Santa Clarita. The mobile
home park has experienced additional damages. The City of Santa Clarita has
requested assistance from Public Works. The State Department of Housing and
Community Development has been notified.

To date, Public Works has expended approximately $1.5 million dollars on resources to
respond to this storm. The cost of storm-related damages to County infrastructure is
currently being assessed. We will update you tomorrow morning when we have new
information resulting from today’s storm-related damages.

SDS:l

C)50873
P:\Pdpub\Temp\PB&C NEW\Memos\Storm Report Memo 01_10_05.doc

Attach.

cc: Chief Administrative Office
Executive Office



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS SITUATION STATUS
EVENT: Rainstorm of January 7, 2005
STATUS AS OF 8:00 AM, January 10, 2005
The Department Operations Center was activated to LEVEL 1
activation at 3:00 PM, January 7, 2005. SITSTAT was requested to

activate at 4:00 PM, January 9, 2005.

EVENT SUMMARY

Amount Amount
Location (inches) * (inches) **
Alhambra (Fremont) HQ 7.72 26.28
L.A. River @ Wardlow - Long Beach 3.48 13.56
L.A. Civic Center 3.56 19.08
Big Rock Mesa 6.72 22 .44
Mint Canyon @ Fitch 4.56 15.60
Puddingstone Diversion Dam 7.88 24 .52
L.A. 96th & Central 3.86 18.04

Report period from 3:00 AM (01/07/05) to 7:00 AM (01/10/05)

** Total year-to-date rainfall.
Total seasonal rainfall to date @ L.A. Civic Center is 19.08
inches. Normal seasonal precipitation is 5.28 inches.

DAMS .
The following dams are at capacity (flow over spillway):

e Big Tujunga Dam (2,700 cfs)

e Morris Dam (14,800 cfs)

¢ Devil’s Gate Reservoir (4,100 cfs)

e Eaton Wash Reservoir (1,000 cfs)

e Pacoima Dam (1,800 cfs)

e DPuddingstone Diversion Dam (1,200 cfs)
e Santa Anita Dam (1,200 cfs)

e San Gabriel Dam (18,000 cfs)

BRIDGES
Avenue K at Little Rock Creek (City of Lancaster) is closed. Storm

flows have undermined the pavement and guardrail on both
approaches.
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ROADS AND HIGHWAYS

Residents along and on local roads intersecting San Martinez Road,
Chiquito Canyon Road/Del Valle Rd, and Hasley Canyon Road are
landlocked. At the north limit, water is crossing on
Hasley Canyon Road at Del Valle Road (Thomas Guide Pg 4459E5).
At the south limit, Highway 126 is closed at Chiquito Canyon Road
(TG Pg 4549C3).

Road Closures:
State Routes:
e State Route 1 closed at the following locations:

e McClure Tunnel in Santa Monica due to flooding, detour
available.

e From Golden West Street to Warner Avenue in Huntington
Beach due to flooding, detour available (Orange County)

e TInterstate 5 closed southbound to southbound connector to
Interstate 110 due to mud slide.

e TInterstate 10 closed eastbound at the southbound connector to
Interstate 710 due to mud slide.

Road Closures Due to Structural Damage:

Big Rock Creek Rd - 3379 S MM5.29/Valyermo

Tapia Cyn Rd - Charley Cyn/Castaic Rd

Avenue K - 50th St E/70th St E

Vasquez Cyn Rd - Bouque Cyn Rd/ Sierra Hwy

Palos Verdes Dr E @ Bridlewood Circle (drain collapse)

Arrastre Cyn Rd - Crown Valley Rd/ Detention Center

Latigo & CM 2.08 - Kanan Dume Rd /Newton Cyn (7:30PM 1/9/05) Due
to culvert failure and

shoulder wash out. Site needs extensive work requiring 1-2 more
days before re-opening.

Glendora Mountain Rd-East Fork/Glendora City Limit (9:45 1/8/05)
Significant road damage,

road washout, lost about 40LF of wall and numerous drains plugged
by slides.

Vincent View Rd - Angeles Forest Hwy / Cason Mesa Rd Road washed
out at Carson Mesa

Elizabeth Lake Rd - Johnson Hil Rd/ Firtree (shoulder washout)
Santa Anita Canyon Rd - 7775 N Arno Dr / 14465 N Arno Dr Heavy
slides. Unconfirmed

report of rock wall failure.
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Road Closures Due to Mud Slides:

Chiquito Cyn Rd - hwy 126/San Martinez

Highridge Rd - Cloud Rest / Ramsdell

Big Dalton Cyn Rd - east of Glendora Mountain Rd. Closed by the
City of Glendora.

Big Tujunga Cyn Rd - 5280 W MM1.0/Doske Rd

Chaney Tr - 450 N Loma Alta Dr/3200 N Loma Alta Dr Road closed to
prevent non-residents from entering the area during the storm.
Grandview Dr - Observation Dr/Topanga Cyn Bl (1:30PM 1/8/05) Due
to mudslides.

San Francisquito Cyn Rd - Spunky Cyn Rd / Elizabeth Lk Rd

San Dimas Cyn Rd - 1640 N Golden Hills Rd / 1478 N Mm 00.28
Little Tujunga Cyn Rd - Gold Creek Rd / Placerita Cyn Rd

110th St East - Avenue L / Avenue K

Avenue H - 110th Street East / 120th Street East

Malibu Cyn - Civic Center Wy/Piuma RD (7:30PM 1/9/05) Due to mud
and rock slides. Crews are clearing debris but heavy rains create
additional slides.

Sand Canyon Rd S/0 Placerita Cyn Rd

Lake Hughes Road - Ridge Route Road / Elizabeth Lake Road

Upper Big Tujunga Canyon Rd - Angeles Forest Hy / Angeles Crest Hy
(Hwy 2)

Big Tujunga Cyn Rd - Doske Rd / Angeles Forest Hy

High Ridge - Cloud Crest/Ramsdell

~Stunt Rd - Mulholland Hwy to Saddle Peak Rd, T.G. 589. Large mud
& rock slide covered both lanes. Road closed at 12:42 P.M.,
1/9/05. Re-opening depends on rainfall today and tomorrow. May
take 2-3 days to re-open.

Road Closures Due to Flooding:

60th St East - Avenue I/Avenue E

Avenue E - 30th St E/70th St E

Avenue E - Sierra Hwy / Division St

150th St E - Avenue M 08 - Avenue M

Avenue G - 40th St E/ 50th St E

Carson Mesa Rd - El1 Sastre R4/ Vincent View Rd

Avenue H - 40th St/60th St

Lang Station Rd - Soledad Cyn Rd - End

Spunky Cyn Rd - San Francisquito Cyn Rd/ Bouquet Cyn Rd
Fort Tejon Rd - 240th St / Hwy 138

Palos Verdes Dr E - S/0 PCH Hwy /Bridlewood Circle
Avenue O - 110th St E/145 St E

Avenue G - 50th ST E/ 60th St E

San Francisquito Cyn Rd - Copper Hill Dr/Spunky Canyon Rd
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Avenue F - 50th St E/ 60th St E

Palmdale Bl- Longview Rd/165th St E
Avenue T - 165th St E/Longview RD

Avenue L4- 45th St W/La Gabriela Dr

45th St West - Avenue L4 / Avenue L2
Sierra Hwy - Center St/Davenport Rd

The 0ld Rd - Hillcrest Parkway /Parker Rd
The 0ld Rd - Calgrove Blvd/Weldon Cyn
50th St E - Avenue H/Avenue E

60th St E - Avenue H/Avenue F

Avenue L 08 - 43rd St West / 42nd St West
Avenue M - 50th St West / 35th St West

Avenue N - 55th Street West / 50th Street West
Avenue J - 90th Street East / 140th Street East
Avenue K - 90th Street East / 140th Street East

Quartz Hill Road - 35th St W / 50th Street W

Piuma Rd (Closed Due To Flooding F/Cold Cyn To Las Virgenes Mud
slides through out roadway and large boulder

Avenue H - 50th Street East / 60th Street East

Avenue I - 50th Street East / 60th Street East

Bougquet Canyon Rd - Spunky Cyn Rd / Elizabeth Lk Rd
Three Points Rd - Pine Canyon Rd / Lancaster Rd

Avenue I - 90th Street East / 110th Street East

Lopez Cyn Rd - Bailey To Kagel Cyn Rd

70th St East - Palmdale Bl / Avenue N

Avenue N - 50th Street East / 70th Street East

140th Street East - Palmdale Blvd / Avenue Q

Avenue Q - 130th Street East / 145th Street East
Palmdale Bl - 70th Street East / 90th Street East
Bouquet Canyon Rd - Vasquez Canyon Rd / Spunky Canyon Rd
Mt Emma Rd - Cheseboro Rd / Fort Tejon Rd

Country Wy - Crown Valley Rd / Calmgarden Rd

Avenue K - 45th Street West / 40th Street West

Avenue L - 70th Street West / 60th Street West

Avenue N - 1320 W 50th St West / 50th St West

Avenue K - 60th Street West / 50th Street West

Avenue S - Longview Rd / 165th Street East

Avenue K Bridge over Little Rock Creek in the City of Lancaster -

east bound lane undermined. Bridge to be closed shortly.
Vasquez Cyn Bridge closed due to heavy flooding.

Road Closures Due to Snow and Ice:

Big Pine Hwy - Largo Vista Rd4/Hwy 2

Table Mountain Rd - Angeles Crest Hy / 6700 N Angeles Crest Hy
Glendora Ridge Road- From Glendora Mtn Rd To Mt Baldy Rd
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Mt Wilson-Red Box Rd / Video Rd Angeles Crest Hy

Road Closures Due to Rock or Tree Obstruction:

Las Flores Cyn Rd - Rambla Pacifico - Hume Rd (3:50 AM 1/10/05)
Large tree (40’ 24”) fell across the roadway between Live Oak
Meadow and Manzanita Park Ave. Mud and debris also blocking the
roadway. This will take some time to clear, this is a residential
road.

Stratford Rd - Chevy Chase Dr/Hampstead

Hacienda Bl - Glenmark /La Habra Hts

Piuma Rd - Schurean Rd / Cold Canyon Due To Rock Slides/Boulder
Piuma Rd Between Cold Cyn And Malibu Cyn ( Tree Down )

110th St East - Avenue K / Avenue H

Angeles Forest Hy - Aliso Canyon Rd / Angeles Crest Hy Due to
heavy rock slides

Road Closures-Other:

Fairway Dr @ Valley Bl (Fatal Accident)

45th Street West - Avenue M-8 / Quartz Hill Rd (Road Improvements
Since 12/2/04)

Many roads are impassable and crews cannot get to the damaged
areas. Road Maintenance crews are working throughout the night to
maintain the roads that remain open as well as open any areas
where residents may be stranded. Road Maintenance efforts are
focused on major, primary routes.

Additional Activities:

(2:23 AM) Las Flores Canyon Rd between Rambla Pacifico and
Manzanita Park Av - A large tree and rocks came down on. The road
is blocked by large tree down and rocks, Road Crews are currently
setting up the road closure. Road Crews are currently waiting for
assistance from the Tree Crew to remove the tree from the roadway.

(2:17AM) 50th Street EBast - Ave I / Ave E closed.
Mount Disappointment closed due to large slide.

Loma Alta - Large landslides from private hillsides deposited
debris onto Loma Alta at Stone Hill and Zane Grey intersections.

Malibu - Many roads in the Malibu area are down to one lane, but
remain open to traffic.
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Latigo Canyon Road @ CM 2.08 - Road is partially washed out and
almost impassible, County forces are working to secure the road.

Topanga Skyline Road - Hillside is sliding at 1845 Topanga
Skyline. County Fire Department is evacuating residents.

Santa Anita Canyon Rd (City of Sierra Madre) - Closed due to
landslide. County forces working to partially clear landslide and
provide a single access lane to this area.

Eastern Avenue - County forces continue to monitor a landslide
area at 912 Eastern Ave.

Ave K Bridge over Little Rock Creek in City of Lancaster. Roadway
approaches have been damaged and the road is closed.

Lake Los Angeles - only way out is through Avenue H to 90th St E.

Val Verde - area is landlocked because both Del Valle Rd and
Chiquito Cyn Rd are closed.

Tapia Canyon Road: Two 72” pipes have been washed one quarter
mile downstream but five 60” pipes are still intact;

Report of roadway loss on San Francisquito Cyn Rd, Superintendent
investigating;

Crews investigating Chiquito Cyn Rd to see if it can be reopened
to emergency traffic.

The 0ld Rd - Calgrove Bl / Weldon Cyn is closed due to flooding at
12:45 pm on 1/9, also from Hillcrest Parkway / Parker Rd.

Threepoints Rd - Pine Cyn Rd / Lancaster Rd reports pavement
washed away in different locations.

FLOOD CONTROL SYSTEM

Crews at all the Flood Maintenance Yards have been running storm
routines and reported the following:

Imperial Yard (South)

¢ L.A. River trash collection boom was released to prevent
damage to the anchor system.
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Earl Street at 25th Street in Long Beach buckled, causing an
existing storm drain to rise. Crew investigated and found a
Pressure Manhole 1lid risen and separated. We maintain Project
5109 at this location. Need further investigation of the
drain and possible repair of the street. The street is
currently barricaded.

Street Yard (South)

Ballona Creek Trash Collection Net has been lowered until
further notice and is not currently capturing any debris.

Trancas Canyon Debris Structure - Overflow Pipes damaged,
will zreassess the extent of the damage when flow becomes
manageable. The Structure itself is still intact.

West Channel Road at PCH needs further investigation of the
erosion at abutment. Currently, the flow is too heavy.

Longden Yard (East)

Morris Dam increased outflow from spillway to 20,000 cfs due
to San Gabriel Dam going spillway at 2:00 a.m. There is a
gsignificant amount of debris which may possibly flow over the
spillway at San Gabriel Dam.

San Gabriel River dirt invert access ramps - ramps have
eroded due to large flows down San Gabriel River and will
need to be replaced.

Santa Anita Dam - the bridge and road back to the headworks
and tunnel were all damaged due to heavy flows. No immediate
impact but loss of access zroad will prevent maintenance
activities.

San Gabriel Dam bypass road is likely to have been destroyed
due to significant flows over San Gabriel Dam spillway. No
immediate dimpact but loss of access road will prevent
maintenance activities.

West Fork Road - with Cogswell Dam releasing 4400 cfs, we are
estimating that there will be major damage to the road. In
the past, a release of 2500 cfs caused severe damage to the
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road and bridge abutments. An accurate assessment will be
completed when the waters recede.

Eaton Yard (East)

Rubio Debris Basin - water level ig almost at spillway.
Fair Oaks Debris Basin - water level reached spillway.

Lincoln Debris Basin - the water level is 2’ over spillway.
Flooding occurred at 1326 Brixton Rd, Altadena. Barricades
were placed at 1830 Alta Loma, Altadena.

Kinneloa West Debris Basin - the access road to the back
spillway has been blocked by a landslide. This access road is
not critical and will be cleaned when it is safe to do so.

San Dimas Yard (East)

In the area of San Dimas Spreading Grounds, there is major
damage to Romola Avenue and San Dimas Canyon Road crossings.
The downstream culvert under San Dimas Canyon Road is plugged
but will be cleared in the morning. The MWD water main is
exposed by the washout. The Power Pole on Romola Avenue is
threatened. Edison Company was notified. Water Resources
Division has directed 50% of the flow out of Puddingstone
Diversion and into Puddingstone reservoixr in order to reduce
erosion to San Dimas Canyon Road. The erxosion is now 20°
from the property line. FMD is assisting the City to repair
the erosion. Sheriffs have notified homeowners of possible
evacuation. Crews will place rocks on bank in the morning.

The damage to Romola Avenue and San Dimas Canyon Road is as

follows:

e Romola Avenue - the 36” CSP was unable to pass the 1400 cfs
released through the spreading grounds and the road was
undermined. Big trees are lying in the middle of the road,
the road is impassable. Overhead Edison lines may possibly
fall onto the road as well. The power equipment operator
tried to remove the trees from the road, he felt the
ground unstable underneath him so he backed off.

e San Dimas Canyon Road - Our staff was unable to find plans
detailing the size of the Reinforced Concrete Box that
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allows flows under the street. The box was cleared and
flows are being passed under the street. Evidently, the
ponding water eroded a portion of the road south of the
park and undermined portions of the Reinforced Concrete
Box. Pictures of the damage will be provided at first
daylight.

Outflow was reduced at San Dimas Dam from 740 to 400 cfs.
Puddingstone Diversion is in normal operation.

Little Dalton Debris Basin - the top openings in the tower
were boarded closed. The runoff from small canyon on right
bank of dam has eroded both the upstream and downstream
groin.

Big Dalton Dam - the Fire Structure was filled to capacity
with debris.

Hansen Yard (West)

Lindero Canyon Channel in West Lake Village - concrete
channel wall (one panel) <collapsed. County forces are
constructing temporary repairs and have placed barricades to
alert public of the danger.

Pickens Yard (West)

Retaining wall belonging to the Sheriff’s Department along
the property line of Pickens Yard completely collapsed under
saturated conditions. Additional walls are likely to fail.
The failure affected slopes within Pickens Yard’s property.
County forces are monitoring closely.

A slope overlooking Blanchard Basin has suffered major
erosion. A single family residence was evacuated by L.A city
officials.

Santa Clara Yard (West)

Crews and contractors responded to a mutual aid request by
the City of Santa Clarita and worked non-stop since 3:00 PM
on 1-8-05 to clear vegetation within Newhall  Creek(City-
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owned) that was threatening an apartment complex. The threat
to the complex has been minimized and the work was shut down
at 1000 hours on 1-9-05. City will resume work on Monday.

e Newhall Creek - Unlined westerly bank suffered significant
erosion damage.

e Non-transferred DSOD Pico Canyon Debris Basin at Stevenson
Ranch is at least 75% full since Thursday 01/06/05. Water is
flowing over spillway at this time. County forces are
monitoring this facility and shall notify Construction
Division/developer to act if necessary.

e The mobile home park on Soledad Canyon Road along Santa Clara
River suffered major bank erosion. One mobile home may be in
danger of being washed down river. There is no DPW Flood
Facility involved.

PRIVATE STRUCTURES

¢ On Sunday, a rockslide destroyed the electrical storage
building at our Topanga Beach Pump Station. The pump station
is off-line. This facility pumps water up into the community
of Topanga from a 30-inch diameter water main in PCH. We are
currently supplying Topanga from storage in the New Summit
Tanks. A backup interconnection with L.A. Department of
Water and Power, known as Girard interconnection, will be
utilized to supply water to Topanga once the storage is
depleted.

e Waterworks field crews are beginning an inspection of all
facilities.

CONSTRUCTION

No incidents occurred on any projects.

Reviewed by: \)ﬁdfm/ﬁ

o

FILENAME: storm report 01-10-05 0800.doc
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